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Crops/groups N P2O5 K2O Total Percent

Fertiliser consumption by crop Fertiliser consumption by crop 

(In ‘000 of tonnes)(In ‘000 of tonnes)
Crops/groups N P2O5 K2O Total Percent

Field crops
Maize 175 73 17 265 41
Wheat 25 18 3 46 7
Sunflower 8 11 1 20 3
Soybeans <1 1 <1 2 <1
Sugar Cane 38 24 54 116 18
Lucerne 2 10 4 16 2
Other Pastures 21 16 3 40 6
Sub Total 269 153 82 505 78
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Fertiliser sales (Physical tons) and plant food 
concentration in South Africa 1955 to 2008
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N, P2O5 and K2O sales in South Africa 1955 to 
2008
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MAIZE AREA PLANTED IN SOUTH AFRICA
1923/24 to 2005/06*Million hectare
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* = 2005/06 PRELIMINARY – SMALLEST AREA
      PLANTED IN HISTORY

 Domestic Price Index for Fertilisers 
(Q4 2004 = 100)
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Short and medium term Short and medium term 
outlookoutlook

•• Very little, if any, growth in last 10 years Very little, if any, growth in last 10 years 
•• Looking forward no significant growth expectedLooking forward no significant growth expected
•• In fact some decline can be expected on the back In fact some decline can be expected on the back 

of:of:
•• Land reform policy of Government Land reform policy of Government -- depending on depending on 

method and success of implementation may have method and success of implementation may have 
a temporarily negative impact on crop planting a temporarily negative impact on crop planting p y g p p p gp y g p p p g
and fertilisation until upcoming farmers are fully and fertilisation until upcoming farmers are fully 
established as commercial farmersestablished as commercial farmers

Short and medium term Short and medium term 
outlookoutlook

•• EmergenceEmergence ofof biobio fuelfuel industryindustry maymay havehave•• EmergenceEmergence ofof biobio--fuelfuel industryindustry maymay havehave
positivepositive impactimpact onon cropcrop demanddemand..

•• DemandDemand forfor foodfood inin AfricaAfrica maymay havehave
positivepositive effecteffect onon cropcrop productionproduction nana
dhencedhence fertiliserfertiliser useuse..


